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OBSERVATIONS 

On feveral Ads of Parliament, 


T HE reprefen tative body of this people having 
very fully and repeatedly remonftrated 
againft thefe afts as unconftitutional and as 
infringing the rights and privileges of the 
fubjedt, it is unneceffary to add any thing upon that 
head ; but we fhall confine our Remarks to fuch 
parts of thefe adts as affedt the trading intereft. 

By thefe adts certain rates and duties are impofed 
on molaffes, fugars, wine, tea, glafs, paper and many 
other articles, commonly imported into the Britifh 
colonies in America, and feveral leading articles 
which procured remittances to Great-Britain are 
now cither brought into the clafs of enumerated 
articles, or fubjedted to the duty, rifque and ex¬ 
pence of being landed in Great-Britain; which em- 
barrafsments on the trade of the colonies mu ft 
B greatly 
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greatly diminilh if not wholly deftroy feveral 
branches of it, and fo far lclfen the demand for 
Britifh manufactures, great quantities of which are 
annually imported into this province, (more than 
the amount of our exports to Great-Britain) for 
the payment of which we depend not only upon 
what is produced among ourfelves, but alfo upon 
what is caught out of the fea'j or is obtained by a 
circuity of commerce abroad. To collect this re¬ 
venue, the government is at a very great expence, 
equal at leafl (and including the charge of men of 
war and cutters 10 guard the coaft, vaftly fuperior) 
to all the revenue that could be collected, had our 
trade been as extenfive as it was before thofe ACts 
were made, which is not the cafe now, and never 
will be, while they remain in force. 

One principal branch of the trade of this 
province is the fiftiery, carried on to the banks, in 
which there are upwards of three hundred veflels 
employ’d, befides a great number of boats in the 
bay, and about ninety fail ini the mackrel fifhery, 
the amount the fifh thefe veflels cure, with the 
pickled fifh and liver oil I is upwards of one- 
hundred and Jixty thoufand pounds fterling per 
annum, about two fiths of the bank filh turns 
out merchantable, and is fent to Spain. Portugal and 
Italy, and the nett Proceeds remitted to Great- 
Britain ; the other three fifths being unfit for any 
rharket in Europe, is fent with the pickled fifh and, 
mackrel to the iflands in the Weft-Indies: And as 
the Engliih iflands do not confume more than is. 

made 
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niade by the boats in the bay, being about one fifth 
and one fourth of the mackrel and pickled fifli, the 
remaining two fifths made by the bankers, together 
with three quarters of the mackrel and pickled fifli 
is carried to the French and other foreign iflands, 
in return for which we receive molafles, and fome 
ordinary fugars. —This valuable branch of our trade 
the fifhery, almoft, if not wholly depends on our 
trade to the foreign iflands in the Weft-Indies—As 
we cannot cure fifli for the European markets fepc- 
rate from the other fort fent there, and as We have 
no other market for what is made by the bankers, 
it will be loft if not fent to the foreign iflands, and 
this lofs muft intirely deftroy the whole bank 
fifhery. 

Another confiderable branch of the trade of this 
province is lumber of all kinds, alfo provifions, 
horfes and many other articles fuitable for theWeft- 
India markets,in which trade there are upwards of an 
hundred & eighty veffels annually employed,moft of 
which make two voyages in a year; thefe veflels 
call firft at the Englifh iflands, and when they are 
fupplied, the remainder is carried to the foreign 
iflands—A quantity of oak timber, ftaves, and other 
lumber is fent to Ireland, fome to Madera and the 
Weftern Iflands, to purchafe wines, and fome few 
cargoes are fent to Spain, Portugal and England, 
but none to any foreign port to the northward of 
Cape Finifter—The firft coft of thefe cargoes of 
lumber being very fmall, the whole profits are not 
rtiore than a bare freight for the veflels, but this 
B 2 freight 
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freight is a great encouragement to Ihip-buildi'ng,. 
■which is another very considerable branch of trade- 
in this province, wherein there have been upwards 
of three hundred fail built in a year, before the late 
embarrafsments were laid on the trade, fince which 
this number has been reduced at lead: two thirds, 
and the tradefmen formerly employ’d in this branch 
of bufmefs are now obliged to procure a livelihood 
in fome manufa&ure, or ftarve—Some of thefe fhips 
went direft to Europe with fifh, oil, pot and pearl 
afh, naval ftores and lumber, but the greateft part 
went to the Weft-Indies with lumber, fifh and other 
articles of our produce, the proceeds of which, with, 
the freights from thence to England, together with 
the veffels, were remitted to Great-Britain, to pay 
for the goods we received from thence—and by 
having timber plenty and building fo many veffels, 
we became carriers for other parts of America ' r 
befides the trade to the Weft-Indies many of our 
fhips formerly went to Virginia, North and South- 
Carolina, where they carried large quantities of rum 
to purchafe rice, tobacco and naval ftores, and took 
in freight for Great-Britain, where the proceeds of 
the whole, (and indeed of all our trade) centers, 

Another eonfiderable branch of our trade is that 
carried on to Africa, where we fend large quantities: 
of New-England rum, not only for our own trade,, 
but to fupply the traders in fhips fromGreat-Britain, 
with whom we exchange this commodity for other 
European articles brought out by them fuitable for 
that trade, by means of which they are enabled ta 
carry . 
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carry on their trade to greater advantage than they 
would otherwife do without this neceflary article— 
And as the Haves purchafed there,are chiefly fold in 
the Weft-Indies for bills on London, the proceeds 
of this trade confequently are remitted to Great- 
Britain. 

All thefe feveral branches of trade are greatly 
obftrufted by the duties impofed, and the reftrifti- 
ons to which they are fubjefted by the aforemen¬ 
tioned afts.—The duty on molaffes, tho’ reduced to 
one penny per gallon, which at firft fight may ap¬ 
pear but fmall, yet as it is one tenth part of the va¬ 
lue (when brought to market) is really large, and 
will be a difcouragement to a trade which has infi- 
nuated itfclf into, and is a great fpring to every 
branch of bufinefs among us. —-The fifhery, the 
lumber trade and fhip-building, are greatly promot¬ 
ed by the importation of molafles, and diftilling it 
into rum,and the trade toAfrica wholly depends on 
this article ; fo that any aft which hath a tendency 
to obftruft the importation of molafles, muft be pre¬ 
judicial to Great^Britain.—The formerafts impofing 
duties on molafles, were intended only as a regula¬ 
tion of trade, and to. encourage our own iflands 
and the duty was only on foreign molafles: But by 
thefe afts, it is impofed on all molafles, and- exprefly 
for the purpole of raifin'g a revenue. 

The duty of five fhillings per hundred on browns 
and twenty-two. fhillings on white fugars, is a great 
burden on our trade to the foreign iflands; if we 
confine. 
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confine qurfelvcs to molaffes, a fufficient return'd 
cargo cannot always be obtain’d ; and the aforefaid 
duties, upon fugars are fo heavy as to render the im¬ 
port of them fo unprofitable, that we cannot purfue 
a trade by which we difpofed of the fuperfluous pro¬ 
duce of our country. 

• By thefe adts we are feftrained from exporting 
fugars to a foreign market,without firft landing them 
in Great-Britain, or obtaining a licence from thence 
to carry them direft to a foreign market.—If we go 
firft to Great Britain and land them there, it will 
prove fo expenfive by the delay and charges of un¬ 
loading 80 relhipping,&alfo of a double freight and 
infurance, that the trade cannot be carried on to any 
advantage, efpecially in a time of war.—If we carry 
thefe fugars direct to a foreign market by licence from 
Great-Britain, the difficulties and embarraffmentsare 
ftill greater, as the velfel in which any fugars are to 
be fhipt, muft firft go toGreat-Britain,and the mafter 
enter into bonds there, before a licence can be pro¬ 
cured, during which the fugars are to remain in the 
King’s ftores here, and after they are delivered in a 
foreign port, the veffel muft return to Great Britain 
to cant-el the bonds, before fhe can proceed on any 
other voyage—tho’ the liberty granted to carry thefe 
fugars diredtly to foreign ports by licence, might be 
intended as an encouragement to the trade, the re*- 
gulations and reftridfions are fuch as will effectually 
defeat this Very defign ; whereas if we were allowed 
to export thefe fugars {after being ftored here under 
the care of cuftom-houfe officers) to foreign markets 
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in our own veflbls, free of duty, it wpijld encourage 
the bringing them here, and in time might become a 
very confiderable branch ol trade ; and in -particu¬ 
lar would enable us to employ our fifh-ffeiips to bet¬ 
ter advantage, as they carry no fifli between deck*, 
and confequently might be partly laden with fugars. 
But under the prefent regulations, pone will ever be 
bro’t here in order to be exported tp a foreign market 
in Europe, either in our own veffels or any other. . 

Here it may be proper to obferve, that Ihoyld we 
be allowed the free importation of foreign fugars even 
for our own confumption, the trade of G. Britain 
would not be injured, but greatly benefitted ; for 
in this cafe, more of the fugars made in the Englifli 
illands might be carried to Great-Britaip, and what 
they did not qonfume, would be exported from 
thence to foreign markets, which would employ a 
greater number of fhips, and thereby mereafe the 
commerce of Great-Britain, without lelfening that 
of the Colonies—and all the fugars we procured 
from the French illands, and carried to foreign mar¬ 
kets inEurope, mult neceflar'dy leflen their navigati¬ 
on, and increafe that of Great-Britain, 

Formerly we made confiderable remittances to 
Great-Britaip with fugars the produce pf theEnglilh 
illands,which we received in return for pur ownpro- 
duce fold there: But by the A# of the 6th of his 
prefent Majefty, we find fuch a diftin&ion made in 
favor of ourfellow fubjefts in the illands, that while 
they may import Biitilh plantation fugars intoGrcat 
Britain, 
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Britain as fuch, that which is imported from North- 
America mud: be deemed French , by which means 
we are cut off from an article of export which hath 
been heretofore confiderable, and might be fo ftill, 
were it not for this regulation. 

Logwood and mohogany have been by a circuity 
of trade the means of large remittances to Great- 
Britain—thefe we have obtained by fmall cargoes 
of provifions produced among ourfelves, together 
with fome Britifh manufaftures, by which many of 
our veflels have been employ’d ; but now by being 
obliged to carry them firft to England, fuch heavy 
expences will be incurred by reafon of their bulk, 
and the fmallnefs of their value, as mud put an end 
to this branch of bufinefs, and confequently the 
trade mud fall into the hands of foreigners. 

\ 

The reafons given for thefe regulations as men¬ 
tion’d in the aft of the 6th of George the Third, 
were “ the more effeftually to prevent enumerated 
“ goods being privately carried from the Britifh co- 
“ lonies into foreign parts of Europe in veffels that 
“ clear’d out with non-enumerated goods ; and alfo 
“ to prevent the clandeftine importation of foreign 
“ European goods into faid Britifh colonies.” Upon 
the firft of thefe reafons we would obferve, that the 
jgreat care and vigilance of the cuftom-houfe officers 
here might anfwer the purpofe, and effeftually pre¬ 
vent any fuch enumerated goods from being export¬ 
ed to foreign parts—With refpeft to the fecond, i 
is difficult to conceive how. the obliging a veffel ti 

flop 
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flop at England ppon an outward-bound voyage,cart 
have any influence in preventing the importation of 
illicit Cioods upon her return, efpecially when 
cient care was before taken to prevent fuch illicit: 
importation, by obliging all veflels that have any 
foreign goods on board to flop at Great-Britain on 
their return. 

Another great embarrafsment to the trade of the 
colonies, is the multiplicity of bonds required by 
the aforefaid afts of his preient Majefty, in addition 
to the bond for enumerated goods, required by an 
aft made in the 12th year of the reign of Charles 
the fecond, the condition of which bond is, that 
fuch enumerated goods fhall be landed either in G. 
Britain or fome part of his Majefty’s dominions; 
and by an aft of the 4th of George the 3d, Coffee, 
Piemento, Cocoa, Hides, Skins, Pot and Pearl Afh, 
and feveral other articles are added to the lift of 
enumerated goods—befides which, no mafter of a 
velfel is allowed to take in any non-enumerated 
goods without firft giving another bond with one 
furety ; the condition of which is, that none of faid 
non-enumerated goods fhall be landed in any port 
of Europe to the northward of Cape-Finiftere, ex¬ 
cept in Great-Britain ; by. which we are excluded 
from carrying even non-enumerated goods to Ire¬ 
land, without firft calling at fome port in G.Britain. 
If any iron, or lumber are laden on board any vefleJ, 
the mafter muft give a third bond, on the fame con¬ 
dition as that required for non-enumerated goods; 
and in cafe any rum is laden on board,, a fourth 
B bond 
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bona is required, the condition of which is, that 
fuch rum ihall not be landed in the Ifle of Man. 

Thefe bonds the officers of the cuftoms in this 
port require for all veffiels loading any of thefe arti¬ 
cles. not only for fuch as are going to Europe, the 
Weft-Indies, and other colonies on the continent,bu.t 
even for coafters going from one town to another 
in the fame province, and fonaetime-s for yeffiels un¬ 
der twenty tons going to another town within thedif- 
trice of the fame cuftom-houfe where the bonds are 
given ; fo that no lumber can be brought from the 
place of its growth in the eaftern parts of this pro¬ 
vince, to this or any other market for exportation, 
until fuch bond is given, though no cuftom-houfe 
officer refide within 40 or 50 and fometimes 100 
miles of the place where the coafter takes in his 
lumber : This Is a very great embarrafsment to the 
trade of this province, in w hich there are a great 
number of Yeffiels employ’d in the coafting bufinds, 
and upwards of one thoufand fail are annually en¬ 
ter’d and cleared at the feveral offices : This reftric- 
tion appears die more unaccountable,as it is not known 
that one Engle vefficl ever carried a cargo of lumber 
to any foreign port to. the northward or Cape-Fini- 
ftere ; had fuch a trade formerly been carried on, 
the coafting veffiels are not capable of profecutiqg 
fuch a voyage, and the charge of thefe bonds and 
certificates to cancel them, amount annually to 

a very large fum.--Bcfides thefe feveral bonds, 

every mafter of a veffiel, even a coafter, is obliged to 
take out a fufficrance and epeket for every articlq 
laden 
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laden on board; and in cafe he takes In any goods 
for which bond is required, he mud have a certifi¬ 
cate from the collector of his having given bond for 
thofe articles; and in cafe he negleCts taking fuch 
certificate, not only the goods for which bonds are 
required, but even the veffel and the reft of the 
cargo are forfeited ; this has been feverely felt by 
fome traders here, who have loft both veffel and 
cargo to a very confiderable value, only for want 
of fuch certificate, tho’ the cocket for thofe goods 
mentioned that bonds were taken, but the certificate 
was either miflaid or never delivered by the Collec¬ 
tor.-—-The fiireties in thefe bonds are likewife 
greatly eXpofed, fhould the matter ncglcCt to fend a 
certificate of the landing the goods for which lie 
has given bonds, or fhould the collector refufe or 
difapprove of the certificate he may fend, as being 
improper, (tho’ there fhould be no reafon tofufpeCt 
the goods were carried to any port they were exclud¬ 
ed from,)the fureties may be profecutcd in the court 
of admiralty, and obliged to pay confiderable cofts 
at leaft, if not the whole penalty, as has heretofore 
been experienced in that court, and is fuch an in- 
fupportable burden on trade, as will prevent many 
from engaging in it. 

Before a cocket can be taken out for any goods, 
and fom'e even of Britifh manufacture, oath muff be 
made when, by whom, and in what veffel the article 
intended to be exported, was imported, this in many 
cafes is impoffible, and will prevent fome towns 
from being fu'pply’d with fuch goods as they want, 



and induce.others to fet up• manufactures of their 
own, and thereby leffen the confumption of Britiffi 
manufactures in the colonies,which mufl be feverely 
feli by the manufacturers in Great-Britain. 

Another great difeouragement to the trade of 
America is the unlimited power given to officers 
of the cuftoms—The aft palfed in the 4th year of 
George the 3d ordains, That in cafe any informa¬ 
tion ffiall be commenced and brought to tryal in 
America, on account of the feizure of any ffiip or 
goods as forfeited, wherein a verdift ffiall be given 
for the claimer, the defendant if the judge certi¬ 
fies that there was a probable caufe of feizure, ffiall 
not be intitled to any cofts of fuit whatfoever— 
and further in cafe an aCtion ffiall be brought againft 
any officer for feizing any ffiip or goods, where no 
information ffiall be commenced, or brought to 
tryal to condemn the fame, and a verdift ffiall be 
given'againft the defendant, the plaintiff, befides 
his ffiip or goods fo feized, or the value thereof, 
ffiall not be entitled to above two pence damages, 
nor to any coft of fuit. But if the plaintiff ffiall 
be non-fuited or difeontinue his aftion, or if judg¬ 
ment ffiall be given upon any verdift or demurrer 
againft the plaintiff, the defendant ffiall recover triple 
cofts. By thefe claufes in this aft, and the power 
and extention of the courts of vice-admiralty , the 
whole trade of America lies at the mercy of the 
officers of the cuftoms and judge of faid court, 
the former being impower’d to feize the ffiips or 
goods of the American merchants at their pleafure; 

and 
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and tho’they never profecute the fatiicv. -o^a^ever 
fo arbitrarily or unjuftly, the merchant! has in© re¬ 
medy, the -officer not ' being- fubjeft to-any damage, 
or .even tocoft of Jfuit, whije! the ffiftrefjed claimant; 
tho’; ever fo ranch injured^ if heiftou’d be .ribn- 
fuited or difeontinue hisa'ftibn, rauil pay triple cofts. 
And as the Governor, as well as the officers of the 
cuftoms and judge of, the admiralty, ate intcrefted 
in th,ofe feizures,. it is natural to conclude they will 
always encourage and promote the fame ; and many 
in flan ccs .may be produced*. where, both vcftel and 
goods have been condemned- as forfeited, only for 
a*ftnall miflake or negle&of the niafter, and. .the 
induftripus trader,thereby ruined, : which' ferities 
are not, exercifed towards our fellow .fubje&s- ira 
Great-Britain, , .. ’ 

Since , the appointment of a board of commiffio- 
ners to refide ir^j America, the reftriaionsahd em- 
barrafsments.. on the trade'have been greatly in-, 
creafed by the attendance and delay in entering land 
clearing of veffels at the colleftors office,: where 
fome mailers have been obliged to wait two or three 
days before they could obtain an entry or permit 
to unload ; the,many oaths and certificates required 
before any veffel can be cleared out have oceafion’d 
the fame delay to pur outward-bound veffels. 

Another difficulty attending the entry of-veffels, 
particularly from the Weft-Indies, is the mailer’s 
being required tp make an exaft report of their car¬ 
goes on their firfl arrival (even at any out-ports 
they 
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they may put into by contrary winds) and defying 

them liberty to make a poll: entry.-In Great- 

Britain the mailers are allow’d to make reports frorti 
day to day as they find any goods omitted, but this 
jujiice is dented the Americans, and the board of 
commhlioners have pubiickly advertiz’d that no al¬ 
lowance for the future (hall be made for miftakes 
or omiffions in the firft report, even for adventures 
belonging to the feameti; this is ah hardffiip, or 
rather a cruelty, as the feamen frequently get aboard 
more than the mailers are acquainted with, and at 
the mailers purchafe their molalfcs on fliore in 
teirces and fliift it into other calks of therr ovvn 
when bro’t on board the velfel, and are often filling 
up thofe calks, its fometimes difficult for them ex¬ 
actly to afeertain the number and contents of the 

calks they have filled-The fees taken at the 

collector’s office, particularly for coallers, and ob¬ 
liging them to enter and clear in the fame manner 
as velTels bound on foreign voyages, and to give 
bonds for every trifling article they carry for pri¬ 
vate families, even for a few pounds of tea or fugar, 
or a few gallons of rum or molalfes purchafed of 
retailers, for which they mud produce certificates 
on oath in what veliel thefe trifles were imported, 
and by whom the duties were paid, which is often 
impoffible, are fuch embarrafsments on this branch 
of bufinefs, as if continued, it mull intirely dellroy 
it.—Formerly the coafters were not required to take 
cockers for every trifling article, and the fees both 
entering and clearing was only oneJhiUing fferling, 
whereas the expence now is from ten Jhillings to 
fixteen 
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fixteenfillings, which is more ready money than 
they fbmetim.es receive for their whoje freight; and 
as they frequently take in only a few articles, the 
charge of clearing thofe articles at the cuftom-houfe 

is more than the freight.-The appointment of 

an almoft incredible number of inferior officers, as 
iidefmen, boatmen, waiters and others, and requir¬ 
ing the mafier to receive and lodge them under deck 
(without any authority to fuppor.t it) is another 
caufe of complaint—Some of thofe wretches arc 
perfons of fuch infamous charters that the mer¬ 
chants cannot poffibly think their intereft fafe under 
their care—The liberty thefe fellows take of fearch- 
ing veffels before they are difeharged, and fometimes 
before the mailer’s have reported at thccuffom-houfe, 
is not only illegal, but impudent , and contrary to 
the praftice in Great-Britain, where the officers 
never fearch the hold of any veffcl till the mafier 
fays ffie is difeharged, and defines the waiter to 
certify the fame to the cufto.m-houfe. Another in¬ 
tolerable grievance is the appointment of officers 
of the cuftoms on board the men of war, cutters 
and other armed veffels, the arbitrary, unlawful 
and wanton manner in which they have cxercifed 
this authority in this province is unprecedented in 
any other part of the Britifh dominions. 

Some of thefe officers by force of arms have 
enter’d vcilcls on the high fcas, and in the harbours, 
infolcntly demanded of the mafters their papers, 
broke open their hatches and Icarch’d the hold with 
lighted candk.s, even fhips from London, with hemp 
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and powder on board, have been treated in this 
manner, and ; ,both the ; lives and properties of his 
Majefty’s loya). fubjetfts .thereby greatly endanger’d 
—Some veillls;.coining into this harbour before 
the mafters cou’d reach the cuftom-houfe to make 
report, have been;boarded by armed boats from 
the Romney, .commanded by Captain Corner; 
one velTel from ,the Weft-Indies had her hatches 
open’d and twenty hogfheads molafles hoifted upon 
deck to fearch the’ hold—Another veil'd with lum¬ 
ber was carried along-fide the Romney, her hold 
unftowed, and the boards taken on board the king’s 
lhip, before the mafter was permitted to go to the 
cuftom-houfe.’to report.-—-A veffel from Ltlbon 
bound to Marblehead, was boarded on the high feas 
by Mr. Panton, lieutenant of the Rofe, (who’ was 
likewife an officer of the cuftoms) with a^elign 
to imprefs the feamen, who concealed themfelves in 
the hold ; upon which Mr. Panton .affirmed' .the 
cuftom-houfe officer, and pretended that he was 
ing to fearch the veffel for uncuftomed goods, and 
under this pretence enter’d the hold and endeavor’d 
to imprefs the feamen who ftood upon theirdefence, 
and told the officer upon his peril not to enter the 
forehold, upon which they were fjred upon,& one of 
the feamen was ffiot thro’, his arm, Sr another woun-; 
ded ; this brought on an engagement, in which the 
Lieutenant was killed, and.the- veffel brought our 
of her way to Bofton by the man of war.—Several 
other veffels have been feized in thebay,at theVine- 
yard and other ports, where.they,'have; been obliged 
by contrary .winds to, make a barbour, fent into 
''' ' J ' ‘ ■ ports 
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ports they were not bound for, and there detain’d 
at a great expence,on the trifling pretence that fome 
article (not on cargo, but belonging to the mari¬ 
ners) was found on board, not fpecified in the 
cockets. 


Upwards of 20 fail of men of war, cutters and 
other armed veflels,purchafed by the board of Com- 
miflioners, have been employed this year to cruize 
on the trade of this province, without difcovering 
one veflel in an illicit trade, tho’ their expectations 
were raifed in hopes of plunder, by the unjuft and 
cruel reprefentations made by wicked and defigning 
men—Some of the commanders of the King’s (hips 
purchafed fmall veflels on their own accounts, and 
fent them into the little harbors and coves where 
the men of war could not cruife ; and Ibme of thefe 
have been difguifed as coafters, and every other me¬ 
thod has been ufed to deteft a fuppofed contraband 
trade; even the mafier of a little cutter purchafed a 
fiftiing boat on his own account for the fame purpofe: 
But being difappointed of the advantages which 
were expefted to be reaped from the condemnation 
of illicit traders, or the prizes as they call’d them ; 
they have been induced to take advantage of the 
miftake and omiffions of the mafters of coafting 
veflels, feveral of whom have been feized by thofe 
guarda coaftas.and two a finally condemned for fome 
trifles found on board without being in the clear¬ 
ance—They have indeed feized 23 other veflels 
upon feme trifling pretences, all of which have 
C been 
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been difmifs'd after being detain’d fome time at a 

confiderable expence-The Fifhery has likewife 

been greatly diftreffed by the guarda coaftas- 

Many of our fifhermcn cure their fifh at Canfo and 
^ther places in Nova-Scotia, at a great diftance from 
any cuftom-houfe ; and when the fifhing feafon is 
over, they take in the fifh, they have curred on 
fhore, and return home ; this has been the practice 
ever fince the fifhery was carried on, till the paffing 
of the late afts, and the appointment of officers of 
the cuftoms on board the King’s veffels, fince which 
many of the fifhing veffels have been feiz’d by thefe 
.avaricious officers, and condemn’d in the court of 
admiralty for taking in their dry fifh without firft 
having a permit from the cuflom-houfe, and giving 
the bond required for non-enumerated goods, and. 
the fkippers of thofe veffels are now obliged to make 
two trips to Halifax or Louifbourg, firft to give 
bond and take a permit to load, and when they 
have taken in their fifh, to procure a clearance to 
fcreen their veffels and fifh from the jaws of thefe, 
devouring monfters. 


The Commiffioners themfelves (tho’ by aft erf 
parliament they are not intituled to any fhare of the 
forfeitures) appear by the whole tenor of their 
conduft, to have been more intent upon making 
feizures, than upon promoting the revenue; nor have 
they fhewn the leaft difpofition to ferve the trade,, 
but have taken every method in their power to em- 
barrafs it, by their directions to the collectors and. 

othefc 
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other officers of the cuftoms, * and by their employ¬ 
ing perfons of the mod abandoned characters under 
them, fome of whom have afted in open violation 
of the laws; and one in particular, without the 
leafl: provocation, fired upon the inhabitants,and by 
force of arms refcued a prifoner taken by the King’s 
writ from the hand of juftice. 

The merchants and traders in the northern colo¬ 
nies, and more particularly in this province, have 
been greatly abufed by the reprefentations that have 
been made to Great-Britain, of their importing large 
quantities of the manufactures of France, Holland, 
Hambro’ 


* On the 27th of Oflober 1768, John Hancock, Efcj; Mr. Lewis Gray, 
Capt. Daniel Malcpin, Capt. John Matchet, and others, were libell’d 
for £.9000 lleriing each, and held to bail in £.3000 fterling 
each, to appear at the Court of Vice-Admiralty, no fufpicion 
of their aiding and aflifting at the landing a fi;w pipes of wine 
impoited in the (loop Liberty from Madera, more than was reported at 
the cultom-houfe ; the libel againft Mr. Hgncock came on the 7th of 
November, when a vait number of witnefles were examined upon in¬ 
terrogatories in the tedious method of the civil law, and no proof ap¬ 
pearing againft him, the court was adjourn'd to the next week, and a 
new fett of witnefles were produced and examined in the fame manner, 
and to as little purpofe ; after which the court was feveral times ad¬ 
journ’d, and other witnefles iummoned, even Mr. Hancock's molt inti¬ 
mate friends and acquaintance, fo that a great part of the winter was 
taken up in attending on the court of admiralty, and examining thofe 
witnefles ; and after every method had been tried, and no proof could 
be procured againft him in the fpring 1769, on the publication of the 
new judge of admiralty’s commifjjon, Mr. Hancock was difeharg'd 
from this vexatious and unprecedented Libel. 

The Libels agaiufiMr. Cray, and' Others, on the fame account, were dif- 
mifs’d at the fame time, without examining any witnefles in the cafe. 

About the fame timeCapt. Malcom, Capt. Dorrington, and othin, were 
libell’d for^.2400 (ler.each, & held to bail in^.Soo ftfr. oq fufpicion. pf 
their aflifting at the landing a few pipes of wine fuppos’d to be im¬ 
ported in thefchoonerFriendfhip from the Weliern Iflands ; and as no 
evidences could be produced to fnppprt the charge in thefe libels, they. , 
were all difmifled at the fame time Mr. Hancock’s was. 

Other inftances of the fame kind of proceedings might be produc’d,but thefe • 
will be At fficient to fhew in what a cruel and vexatious manner the 
inhabitants of this province are treated by the Board of Commiflioner* 
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Hambro’ and other parts of Europe, in a clandeftine 
manner, which are falfe and malicious; the mer¬ 
chants in this province carry on no trade with any 
part of France, except to their iflands in the Weft- 
Indies ; and no inftance can be produced of any 
quantity of manufactures being bro’t from thence.. 
The goods imported from Holland and Hambro* 
are all enter’d in England, and the duties to a confi- 
derable amount,annually are paid there—When the 
duty upon molafles was 6d. fterling a gallon, as 
there was no appropriation made of that duty,it was. 
well known in England the officers of the cuftoms 
connived at the importation, and their conduCt was 
not difapproved: How far this will juftify fuch re¬ 
prefen tations, is fubmitted to the impartial public— 
but fince tire duty on molafles has been reduced-, 
the whole, tho’ grievous, has been regularly paid. 

The merchants do not defire liberty to import any- 
kind of goods that are prejudicial to the manufac¬ 
tures of Great-Britain, nor have they ever yet com¬ 
plain’d of their trade being confin’d toGreat-Britain 
for fuch goods as are manufactured there,, fo long as 
they might be imported duty free. 

What the Colonifts have a right to- expeCt and 
hope for, is a repeal of all the aCts impofing duties 
on any kind of goods imported into the Britilb 
colonies for the purpofe of railing a revenue in 
America, as being inconfiftent with their rights as 
free fubjeCts—the removal, of every unneceffary 
burden upon trade, and that it be reftor’d to the 
fame footing it was upon before the aCt of the 6th 
of George the ad, commonly call’d the fugar-aCfc 
——particularly, That 
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That taelafles fo neceffary to promote every 
branch of trade, and likewife fogars, be admitted 
free of duty. 

That the importation of wines from Madera and 
the Azores may be permitted agreable to the aft of 
the 15th of Charles the 2d. 

And as . the free importation of fruit, wine and 
oil direft from Spain and Portugal would be a great 
encouragement of the fifhery, and will no ways .in¬ 
terfere with the manufaftures of Great-Britain, and 
the obliging all veflfels with thofe articles on board to 
call at fome port in Great-Britain, being attended 
with great expence and delay y and as the acid of 
of lemmons and oranges is become almoft neceflary 
for the health and comfort of the inhabitants of 
North-America, and thefe fruits not being able to- 
endure repeated tranfportation, it is hoped the direft 
importation of wine, oil and fruit of all kinds may 
alfo be permitted. 

. The taking off the duties on paper, glafs and 
colours, will A relieve the trade of the burdens it- 

labours under-But fliould all the revenue aft3 

be repealed, and the trade reliev’d from all unne* 
ceflary reftriftions, and reftor’d to the footing it 
was upon before the aft of the 6th George 2d, 
and the indulgences now mentioned be granted, it 
would have a happy tendency to unite Great-Britain 
and her colonies on a lading foundation—all clan- 
deftine trade would then ceale—the great expencc 
of men of war, cutters. f of the coramiflioners and 
other cuftom-houfe officers lately appointed,to fecure 
therevenue,might befaved— The trade,navigation and • 
filhery would not only be revived, but greatly 
extended^ 



extended; and in that cafe the growth of thefe colonies 
would be very rapid, and confequently the demand 
for Britilh manufaftures proportionably increafed. 

The foregoing Obfervations relate wholly to the' 
revenue afts, and the conduct of the cuftom-houfe 
officers; but we cannot conclude without mention¬ 
ing the great expence and needlefs trouble accruing’ 
to the trade by means of the Naval-Office. 

Since the eftabliffiment of Cuftom-Houfes, and 
the appointment of cuftom-houfe officers, this office 
is altogether unneceflary, and anfwers no valuable 
pumofe. 

Upon this head it is proper to obferve, that foon 
aTter the fettlement of thefe colonies, the parliament 
thought it neceftary to take fome meafures for the 
regulation of the plantation trade. The aft of the 
12th of Charles the ad for encouraging and increa- 
fing Clipping and navigation, ordains what qualifi¬ 
cations fhali be neeefary for velfels trading to the 
colonies; and enjoins the Governor , -or perfons by 
him appointed, to infpeft and take care that the fame 
be obferved, and to take bonds for all veftels lading 
any of the commodities in faid aft enumerated. 

Three years after* by the aft of the iyth of the 
fame reign, forth* t regulations and reftriftions were 
made, and every perfon or perfons importing goods 
into the colonies obliged to deliver to the Governor 
of juck oolmy, or to fuch perfon or officer as Jhall be 
by him thereunto authorized^ appointed, a true in¬ 
ventory of all fuch goods, &c. At this time and 
tontil ten years after, no duties were laid by aft of 
parliament 
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parliament upon any commodities in the plantations, 
and of conlequence no cuftom-houfes had been 
erected, or colleftors or other cuftom-houfe officers, 
appointed or thought of in the colonies, but the 
whole care and infpeftion of trade remained with 
the Governor, or the perfon he appointed naval-officer 
—Afterwards by the aft of the 25th of the fame 
feign, chap, the 7 th, feft. 3. duties being laid on 
lugars and fundry other articles, to be paid in the 
plantations, when carried from one plantation to 
another, the feveral duties fo impofed were to be 
levied and paid to fuch collector or other officer in 
faid plantations as fhould thereafter be appointed by 
the commiffioners of the cuftoms in England ; who 
did accordingly appoint colleftors and fuch other 
officers as occafion required, for that ptirpofe, who 
ever fince their appointment, it is well known, have 
had the chief care and infpeftion of the trade. 

From this account of the matter, it appears that 
as formerly there were no cuftom-houfes or cuftom- 
houfe officers in America, the government thought 
proper to devolve the care and infpeftion of the 
trade upon the Governor of each colony ^rfuch perfons 
as they Jhould appoint under them for that purpofe, 
who have been called naval-officers ; that upon the 
cftablilhment of cuftom-houfes and cuftom-houfe 
officers, the eftablifhment of a naval-office, or the 
appointment of naval officers was rendered altoge¬ 
ther needlefs. The original defign of government 
in the eftablilhment or appointment of either, was, 
that the trade might be duly taken care of and in- 
fpefted,, 
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fpeCted, that frauds might be prevented, and that 
abufes in trade might be regulated : All thefe pur- 
pofes may be and are effectually anfwered by the 
appointment of collectors and other officers of the 
cuftoms; therefore the naval office is altogether 
ufelefs. As it is a grievous burthen,and tends greatly 
to retard bufinefs,and is a needlefs expence, without 
any benefit to the government, or anfwering any one 
valuable purpofe, we have juft grounds of complaint, 
and cannot but hope this officcwill bedifpenfed with. 

Upon the whole, the trade of America is really 
the trade ofGreat-Britain herfelf: The profits there¬ 
of center there. It is one grand fource from whence 
money fo plentifully flows into the hands of the 
feveral manufacturers, and from thence into the 
coffers ol landholders throughout the whole king¬ 
dom. It is in lhort the ftrongeft chain of con¬ 
nection between Britain, and the Colonies, and 
the principal means whereby thofe fources of 
wealth and power have been and are fo ufe- 
ful and advantageous to her. The embarrafs- 
ments, difficulties and infupportable burdens under 
which this trade has laboured, have already made 
us prudent, frugal and induftrious, and fuch a fpirit 
in the Colonifts muft foon, very foon, enable them 
to fubfift without the manufactures of Great-Britain, 
the trade of which, as well as its naval power, has 
been greatly promoted and ftrengthened by the 
luxury of the colonies; confequently any meafures' 
that have a tendency to injure, obftruCt and diminifh 
the American trade and navigation, muft have the 
fame effeCt upon that of Great-Britain, and in all 
probability prove her Ruin. 



